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From the Chairmanôs Desk 

Animal Welfare Awareness 
in the Society / Schools 

 
 Maj Gen (Retd) Dr. R.M. Kharb , (AVSM),  

        Chairman, AWBI  
 

The most powerful tool to bring about a collective transformation in the 

consciousness of the society towards a just, humane and peaceful society that has 

adopted sustainable lifestyle choices is through the integration of an effective 

humane education programme.  Humane education at its very essence is based in 

ñAhimsaò or the adoption of non-violence in thought, word and action. It is thus a 

path of spiritual evolution as much as it is the only approach for the development of 

a crime free society.  

Children have a natural fondness for nature and for all her creations. If this quality of being sensitive 

to animals by recognizing their sentience was cultivated in early childhood and nurtured throughout the 

primary and secondary years in school and later in college through activity oriented education, that can serve 

as an effective way in imparting compassion education.  

 The best way to teach Humane Education would be by introducing a set of lesson plans that have a 

strong activity oriented focus and which serve to guide and inspire children towards being leaders and agents 

of change in the community. The school can then serve as a catalyst in the community to lead and accelerate 

positive behaviour change in the community. 

 Some of the common problems of inhumane treatment being witnessed in our society today ï 

especially that of violence towards women, children, animals and 

the environment can be effectively solved only through establishing 

a culture of consciousness to practice compassion, first in oneôs own 

life and then to all sentient beings in oneôs own neighbourhood.  

 The culture of being compassionate, whether to other 

sentient beings like the mammals and the birds or towards the earth 

and the environment or to other human beings is rooted in practicing 

the dharma of ñahimsaò or non-injury in thought, word and deed.  

Kindness is a language the deaf can hear, the blind can see and  

animals can feel and reciprocate.  

In India, several organizations have been doing excellent work in promoting Compassion Education. 

The Animal Welfare Board of India has been consistently providing financial assistance to support the Karuna 

Club Movement started by Shri Dhulichand Jain in 1993. Till date, fifteen lakh students and 40,000 teachers 

have been trained through the Karuna Club Training Programmes and are actively involved in promoting 

Karuna Club activities. Several  lakh children have turned vegetarian and have given up the use of leather 

shoes and belts. The Karuna Clubs Movement  is an excellent example to show how schools can serve as 

Change Champions to foster the adoption of cruelty free food and lifestyle choices among school children. 

 Similarly, PETAôs Compassionate Citizen Programme which has reached out to over 3 million 

school children and 15 000 schools is another excellent example of effective integration of humane education 

teachings within the school curriculum. The Compassionate Citizen Programme which has been included in 

the CBSE syllabus is a great achievement for Humane Education in India. 

 From a more holistic perspective, environmental education institutions like CPREEC and CEE have 

taken forward the Herculean task of integrating óEnvironment Educationô concepts within the curriculum 

through effective Teacher Training Programmes as well as by setting up eco-clubs in schools. Key concepts 

within the environment education syllabus like waste segregation, afforestation, impact of climate change, 

ñKindness is a language 

the deaf can hear,  

the blind can see  

and animals can feel  

and reciprocateò 

   1 



From the Chairmanôs Desk 

water and  energy conservation and biodiversity conservation greatly help to foster concern, care and respect 

for the environment and animals.  

 Besides this, several Animal Welfare Organizations from different parts of the country, whether it is 

PAWS in Mumbai, Kindness Kids in Chennai and other cities of South India, Animal Aid Unlimited, Help in 

Suffering, Aashray and Raksha in Jaipur, Blue Cross of 

India and Blue Cross of Hyderabad or IPAN in Ooty, 

each one of these organizations has been carrying 

forward the message of compassion in action. Starting 

this year, the Animal Welfare Board of India too has 

been conducting Training Programmes for Humane 

Educators.  

Within a few months, AWBI will be launching a 

fi fteen day, Master Trainers Training Programme at 

Hyderabad under the aegis of the Blue Cross of 

Hyderabad. Interested individuals may look at the 

Boardôs website for the announcement of the date and 

schedule for participating in the Training Programme to 

become a Master Trainer. 

Ultimately, it is only through acts of kindness, 

that injured and ailing animals can be saved, healed and 

restored to wellness. This enduring spirit of showing 

compassion towards our animal friends is perhaps one of 

the most powerful demonstrations of what it means to be 

a spiritually evolved human being.  

For too long has this country worshipped God in 

temples, mosques, churches and dehrasars, it is time that 

along with the worship of Gods, we also practice 

kindness to nature and all her sentient creations. This dharma of compassion must be reflected in our cultural 

practices -- whether it is popularizing tree planting festivals, celebration of  a fire-cracker free Deepavali or an 

animal sacrifice free Dussehera.   

Sensitive and caring, child friendly, nature friendly green schools lead by dynamic Principals and 

versatile Teachers, well trained in key concepts pertaining to environment education and animal welfare 

education can truly transform the society and the nation to become a truly peace loving nation, deeply 

committed to just, humane, equitable and sustainable ways of living. Å 

 

 

 

 

50 Years of the CPCSEA 

 

Within a few months AWBI 

will be launching a two week  

Master Trainers Training 

Programme at Hyderabad 

under the aegis of Blue Cross 

of Hyderabad.  

 

Interested individuals may 

look at the Boardôs website 

for the announcement of the 

date and schedule for 

participating in the Training 

Programme  

to become a Master Trainer. 
 

 

 AWBIôs Master Trainers 

Programme to be Held Soon 
 

 

The Animal Welfare Board of India will be conducting Master Trainer Training Programmes.  

The Announcement regarding the dates for the Training Programme will be put up on the Boardôs 

website - www.awbi.org.  Interested individuals may send an application to the Board by email at 

awbi@md3.vsnl.net.in. or by post addressed to the Secretary, Animal Welfare Board of India,  

13/1, 3
rd

 Seaward Rd, PO Box: 8672, Valmiki Nagar, Thiruvanmiyur, Chennai ï 600 041.   

For more information contact AWBI at 044-24571024/ 044-24571025  Fax: 044- 24571016     
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50 Years of the CPCSEA 
1963-2013 

 
Dr. S. Chinny Krishna, Ph.D. 

Chairman Emeritus ς Blue Cross of India,  
Vice Chairman ς Animal Welfare Board of India & Member, CPCSEA 

 

In 1956, Smt. Rukmini Devi Arundale, Member of Parliament in the 

Rajya Sabha, introduced a Private Memberôs Bill to replace the almost 100-year old Prevention of 

Cruelty to Animals Act which was then in force. After its introduction, Prime Minister Pandit 

Jawaharlal Nehru told Rukmini Devi that such an important subject should be brought about by a 

government-sponsored Bill and requested her to withdraw her Bill promising her that his 

Government would introduce an identically worded Bill. Rukmini Devi graciously did so and the 

Government followed up with the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Bill. In 1960, this Bill received 

the assent of both Houses and the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act (59 of 1960) came into 

being. 

Unfortunately, there was very little reaction to the proposed bill, primarily because most 

people were unaware of what was happening. Captain Sundaram did hear about it and went to Delhi 

and spoke to Prime Minister Nehru about the clause in the proposed bill which read: 

 Nothing contained in this Act shall render unlawful the performance of experiments 

(including experiments involving operations) on animals for the purpose of advancement by new 

discovery of physiological knowledge or of knowledge which will be useful for saving or for 

prolonging life or alleviating suffering or for combating any disease, whether of human beings, 

animals or plants.  

 

Nehru did promise to make a provision to set up a Committee to 

look into animal experiments if the necessity arose and the following clause 

was introduced: 

  If at any time, on the advice of the Board, the Central 

Government is of the  opinion that it is necessary so to do for the Purpose 

and Supervision of Experiments on animals, it may by notification in the 

Official Gazette constitute a Committee consisting of such number of 

officials and non- officials, as it may think fit to appoint thereto. 

 

When the Bill was in the process of being debated and discussed, Pandit Nehru said: 

ñOf course, it is as well for us, absolutely right for us, to consider the question of preventing any 

cruelty to animals, not only because of the animals themselves but much more so as the 

Honourable Member, the Mover,  said because of the human beings involved in it. It is a debasing 

thing for the person who involves in this crueltyéIf we go back to the history of civilization; it has 

been one of struggle and one of growth of the idea of compassion. I entirely agree with the 

Honôble Member, the Mover that one test of civilization ï a very major test ï is the growth of this 

feeling and practice of compassioné.ò 
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   In 1963, because of an alarming number of complaints being received by the Animal 

Welfare Board of India and the Blue Cross of India on the blatant abuse of animals in the guise of 

ñanimal experimentationò, the Government of India constituted the first Committee for the Purpose 

of Control & Supervision of Experiments on Animals (CPCSEA). The Chairman was Mr. 

Kamalnayan Bajaj, Member of Parliament. The Vice Chairman was Shri J. N. Mankar, the Secretary 

was Dr. S. R. Chaddha and the other members were the heads of all the major animal-using 

government organizations like Pasteur Institute; Central Drug Research Institute; Central Research 

Institute; King Institute; Central Veterinary Research Institute; National Institute of Nutrition; and 

others.  

The CPCSEA formed a sub-committee which travelled around India getting interested people 

to depose, and visited most animal using establishments (at that time, mostly government 

institutions). I was one of those that deposed before the Committee in Madras and my statements 

were met with ridicule and disbelief.  While this was going on in India, the British Government 

notified the Littlewood Committee the same year in 1963 with Sir Sydney Littlewood as its 

Chairman.  

In 1965, after a two-year study, the CPCSEA issued the first document in which it stated, and 

I quote: 

ñVivisection or animal experimentation is one of the most inhuman cruelties 

against animals which are being perpetrated in the world today. The object of these 

experiments is said to be in order to advance scientific knowledge, and to undertake 

research to save or prolong human or animal life and alleviate suffering.   

In the name of science, however, animals are made to endure the most 

barbaric tortures ever invented by the human brain, often lasting over long periods 

and without any sort of 

anaesthetic.ò  

 

  While this was issued in 1965/66, the CPCSEA 

was working on a set of guidelines governing animal 

experimentation which was formally released on World 

Animal Day, October 4, 1968. The important sections of the guidelines are reproduced below: 

 

ñExperiments on Animals (Control and Supervision) Rules (1968) 

 

ñIn Exercise of powers conferred by section 17 of Chapter IV of the Prevention of Cruelty of 

Animals Act (59 of 1960), the Committee for the Purpose of Controlling and Supervision of 

Experiments on animals, hereby makes the following rules, which shall come into force with effect 

from 4
th
 October 1968, the same having been published in the Gazette of India, Part II Section (3) 

Sub-Section (ii) Notification No S.O.2479 Dated 13
th
 July 1968, as required by the said Section:- 

ά!ƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻȊŜƴΣ ōƻƛƭŜŘΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ 
currents passed through their brains or are driven 
insane, all in an insatiable άǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜέΣ 
which can do nothing whatever to benefit the 
human race. Many experiments which are 
successful with animals are a complete failure 
when applied to human beings. Vested interests, 
however, make it necessary for the experiments 
to continue, although what they are showing may 
ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǳǎŜƭŜǎǎ ƻǊ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƪƴƻǿƴέΦ 
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3.  Stocking of Animals: 
 

 The animals shall be stocked in the following manner namely: 

(a) Animal houses shall be located in a quiet atmosphere undisturbed by traffic, and the premises 

kept tidy and hygienic and the animals protected from draught and extremes of weather; 

(b) Animal cages for small animals and stables for larger animals shall be such that animals can 

live in comfort and overcrowding is avoided; 

(c) Where standards have been laid down by the Indian Standards Institution, the cages and the 

stables, as the case may be, shall conform to those standards; 

(d) Animalsô attendants shall be suitably trained and sufficiently experienced in the duties 

allotted to them; 

(e) Animals shall be looked after, before during and after the experiments, by a trained and 

experienced attendant; 

(f) There shall be satisfactory arrangements for looking after the animals during off hours and on 

holidays; 

(g) Nothing in sub-rules (1) shall apply to animals for field experiments performed under 

emergency or special circumstances. 

 

4.     Conduct of Experiments: 
In conducting experiments on animals, regard shall be had to the following conditions namely: 

(a) Experiments shall be performed in every case by or under the supervisions of persons duly 

qualified in that behalf, viz Degree or Diploma holders in Medical or Veterinary or other Science or 

Pharmacy or Natural science of a recognized University or an institution recognized  by the 

Government for the purpose,  in a Laboratory adequately equipped and staffed for the purpose and 

under the responsibility of the person performing the experiment.  In the case of a teaching, research 

or a Pharmaceutical concern, the responsibility therefore shall be placed also on the person in 

charge of the institution; 

(b) Experiments shall be performed with due care and humanity. 

(c) Minimum number of animals shall be used in an experiment, but at the same time meeting the 

statistical requirements; 

(d) Experiments involving operative procedure more severe than simple inoculation or 

superficial venesection shall be performed under the influence of anaesthetic of sufficient power to 

prevent the animal feeling pain and it shall remain so throughout the experiment.  Provided that 

where the services of a Veterinary Surgeon are not available, a person adequately trained to 

methods of anaesthesia shall be allowed to administer anaesthesia, and the anaesthetist  shall 

remain present near the animal till the completion of the experiment: 

(e) Animals which in the course of experiments under the influence of anaesthetic are so injured 

that their recovery would involve pain or suffering shall be destroyed humanely while still insensible. 

(f) When there is reason to believe that an animal is suffering abnormal or severe pain at any 

stage of a continuing experiment, it shall be painlessly destroyed at that stage without proceeding 

with the experiment. 

(g) The experiment shall not be performed for the purpose of attaining or retaining manual skill.  

This condition shall not apply to, (i) students at the Veterinary Colleges, who shall be permitted to 

perform surgical operations on living animals subject to that animals are under deep anaesthesia 

and the operations are performed under the direct supervision of an expert teacher (ii) experts in the 

Medical field for performing higher type of surgery on animals. 
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(h) Experiments shall not be performed by way of an illustration of lecture in Medical, 

Veterinary and other science schools or Colleges, and hospitals or elsewhere if other teaching 

devices such as books, models, films and the like, where available can equally serve the purpose,  

provided that wherever possible such alternative methods like tissue culture or Biochemical  

methods may be used. 

(i) Experiments shall not be performed as a public demonstration except for advancement of 

knowledge. 

The substance known as Urari or Curari or any such paralysant shall not be used or administered 

for the purpose of any experiment except in conjunction with anaesthetic of sufficient depth to 

produce loss or consciousness; 

(j) Except for purposes of research, no experiment the result of which is already conclusively 

known shall be repeated solely for the purpose of repetition. 

(k) There shall not be applied to the eye of any animal by way of experiment any chemical 

substance for the purpose of absorption through the conjunctival membrane or though the cornea 

calculated to give pain; 

(l) Dogs held for experimental purposes in animal houses shall not be debarked. 

 

5.  Records: 
ñEvery person performing an experiment, where the experiment is performed in an institution, the 

person in charge thereof, shall maintain a chronological record of the experiments carried on by him 

or in the institution, as the case may be, in which shall be entered in brief, the nature of the 

experiment, the animals used, the course and the result thereof, manner of final disposal of animals 

and such other information as the committee may, from time to time require. 

 ñProvided that no information shall be disclosed relating to any experiment, which is likely 

to put any person in trade or business in possession of such information or knowledge which upholds 

any existing or prospective patent rights.ò 

 

Meanwhile, in the UK, the Littlewood Committee had in 1966 submitted its report to the 

Government. While Sir Sydney was a little less scathing in his report compared to the CPCSEA 

report of 1966, it was based on this report that the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986 was 

passed by the British Parliament.  Under this Act, all ñregulated 

proceduresò had to meet the following criteria, namely that:  

ñNo person shall apply a regulated procedure to an animal 

unlessð  

(a) He holds a personal licence qualifying him to apply a 

regulated procedure of that description to an animal of 

that description; 

(b) The procedure is applied as part of a programme of 

work specified in a project licence authorising the 

application, as part of that programme, of a regulated 

procedure of that description to an animal of that 

description; and 

(c) The place where the procedure is carried out is a place 

specified in the personal licence and the project 

licence.ò 

 

In 1972, the Indian National Science Academy, concerned over the poor quality of conditions in 

most Indian laboratories, brought out their Guidelines for Animal Experimentation. An extremely 

well drawn out set of guidelines, it was the first in India to firmly say that all experiments to be 

replicable and worthwhile must use animals whose origin and prior history is known. This was 
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especially pertinent since most work at that time was done using animals supplied by unscrupulous 

suppliers who picked up cats and dogs off the street or from dog-pounds; and wild animals from the 

forests. 

This was a great step forward since these guidelines were drawn up by animal-using scientists 

themselves. INSAôs initiative was all the more commendable since it came out of their own concern 

for the poor level of care for experimental animals. It is worth noting that both, the Rules of 1968 

and the INSA Guidelines of 1972, were light-years ahead of the UK Act of 1986.  Unfortunately, 

neither of the two had any penal provision for non-

compliance. The first CPCSEAôs term had run out in 1968 

and while it was reconstituted thereafter, it met just once in 

the 26 years between 1969 and 1995, a sad commentary 

indeed on the importance accorded to this subject by the 

Government. 

In 1996, the constitution of a CPCSEA was notified 

by the Government of India with Smt. Maneka Gandhi as its 

Chairperson. The writer was one of its members with most 

other members being heads of government animal using 

laboratories once again, with only Dr. Suresh of Rallis Ltd 

being from the private sector. At its first meeting, a proposal 

submitted by the writer making it illegal for municipal and 

government dog pounds to hand over their captured animals 

to institutes for 

research was unanimously accepted and adopted. This was 

facilitated since the INSA guidelines of 1972 required that 

only those animals whose prior history was known were 

appropriate for study.  

At the first meeting of the reconstituted CPCSEA 

held in 1996, I brought the 1968 Rules to the attention of 

the members. Except for Mrs. Maneka Gandhi, not one of 

the other members was even aware of the 1968 Notification. 

After reading the Rules, the members felt that the three 

page notification was not clear enough and it was decided to 

work on a completely new document. Two years later, in 

1998, the Breeding of and Experiments on Animals (Control & Supervision) Rules, were notified by 

the Government and these were amended in 2001. Unfortunately, till now these rules have not been 

properly enforced. The fact that only about 2000 establishments (of the 5000 plus known to use 

animals) are registered with the CPCSEA even today in 2012 is sufficient evidence of the lack of 

enforcement, even 11 years after the Rules came into force.   

It is, therefore, most appropriate that the premier Indian National Science Academy is 

conducting a seminar on Man, Animals & Science. For the sake of good science and for the animals 

concerned, this is good news. That there are so many alternates to animals available is beyond 

argument.  There can be hardly any scientist who will disagree that animals are passé in educational 

institutions. The recent guidelines issued by the academicians of the University Grants Commission 

are indeed another major step in the right direction. Recent advances in in-vitro methods have made 

a substantial addition to the arsenal of weapons available to the modern researcher. Not only are the 

results more dependable and replicable, the cruelty to animalsô aspect is avoided. Most in-vitro 

methods are many, many times faster than experiments using animals for the same purpose. 

Remember that in 1959, Russell and Burch had proposed the Three Rs of Reduction, 

Replacement and Refinement. Though, after an initial flurry of activity and excitement, it was 

business as usual and there was a strong minority who worked with this in mind. Organisations like 
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Fund for the Replacement of  Animals in Medical Experiments (FRAME) in the UK and the Lord 

Dowding Fund for Alternatives made a major difference by keeping the principle of the Three Rs 

alive and the effects were noticeable.  In 1986, the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act of the UK 

had been passed and was fairly effectively enforced by the Home Office (even though virtually no 

prosecutions have been launched in the last 26 years).   

It was the above Act and the INSA Guidelines of 1972 that formed the basis for the Breeding 

of and Experiments on Animals (Control & Supervision) Rules of 1998. Even though the Rules went 

through every legal requirement of pre-publication and every comment received from stakeholders 

were taken on board and changes made, there was an outcry when the Rules became law. Much of 

the uproar was orchestrated and, three years later, the amended Rules were notified in 2011.  

The Rules of 1998 and the amendments of 2001 have helped raise the bar as far as the 

standards of animal use in laboratories is concerned, just as the motivation behind the INSA 

Guidelines for animal experimentation was to improve the quality of research in India. The only 

difference between the two is that the latter are supposed to 

be followed by the researcher on his own accord to improve 

his or her work. The CPCSEA Rules, on the other hand, have 

a legal requirement and must be followed.  As all of  us are 

aware, the 1998 Rules and the Amended Rules of 2001 

provide for virtually no penalty for non-compliance. As a 

member of the CPCSEA for several terms, I can only assure 

animal users that none of us get any pleasure in finding that 

the rules are being flouted. As a matter of fact, it was at my 

express suggestion that the 

clause of ñdeemed 

registrationò of an 

establishment was made in 

1999. Under this, any 

establishment that applies for 

registration will be deemed to 

be unregistered if the 

CPCSEA does not carry out 

its inspection within 60 days 

of application.  
In 2006, the CPCSEA ï by now run virtually as a 

committee of the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, passed 

guidelines regarding the rehabilitation of animals post-research. 

Considering that the sub-committee that looked into this 

consisted of actual animal users and an ethicist, a lawyer, 

officials of the Department of Biotechnology and Ministry of Health and a Supreme Court lawyer, it is a 

remarkable document. For the first time anywhere, the cost of rehabilitation had to be built into the cost 

of the experiment, thanks to the Fourth R. Sadly, like in every other case in India, the lack of enforcement 

makes a mockery of our laws. A large number of our Government laboratories are not registered with the 

CPCSEA ï fifteen years after passage of the Rules. While private laboratories have largely come up to 

fairly good standards, the state of animal houses in even ñleadingò educational institutes and government 

laboratories would fail even the most basic requirements in many cases. While there are exceptions, they 

are small in number. There can be little doubt that conditions have improved tremendously since 1998. 

We still have a long way to go and what better time to plan the next steps than on our 50th anniversary?  

Å Photocredits: All photographs used in this article have been sourced out from the website: 

http://www.iaapea.com. 
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Effective Implementation of 
the Performing Animals 

(Registration) Rules, 2001 
 

By 

 

S. Uma Rani,  

Secretary, 

 Animal Welfare Board of India 
   

ñIt shall be the fundamental duty of every citizen of India 

 to protect and improve the natural   environment   including   forests, lakes,  rivers  and  wildlife, and  to  

have compassion  for  all  living  creatures.ò ï  Article 51-A[g], Constitution of India 

 

 One of the objects of the Animal Welfare Board is to educate every citizen as to the proper place of 

animals, birds and other sentient creatures in a habitat or ecosystem and to recognize their rights and welfare 

needs. No civilization can be true where there is cruelty to animals, no matter in what form. Undoubtedly, 

even those who are highly civilized feel that we must prevent cruelty but are not willing to forego their own 

pleasures which involve cruelty. The most important part of animal welfare work is to educate not only 

grown-ups but the children too. If children are educated to enjoy cruelty how can they ever learn to be kind 

towards animals in future?  

 One of the most important entertainments in which animals are used for the pleasure of children is the 

circus. The average citizen does not understand what goes on behind the scenes. Although it is possible to 

train intelligent animals like the elephant and dogs with kindness, it takes time and to expect an animal to do 

exactly what the man wants exactly at the appointed hour is too much and cannot be accomplished without 

cruelty. Even otherwise, travelling circuses with their accommodation and transport are miserable places for 

the animals. It is only fear that makes the animals do what is required of them.  

 On many occasions, we come across 

advertisements in magazines, newspapers, 

radio commercials or on Television, 

advertisements on hoardings which have 

directly or indirectly shown cruelty to 

animals, or are giving wrong information 

about a product. This kind of misguided 

communication needs to be prevented and 

discouraged. Whenever such situations come 

the advertiser / film producer must be asked 

to withdraw that particular advertisement or 

scene from the film or TV serial and suitable 

action must be initiated by the concerned 

regulating authority. In this connection, it is 

Secretaryôs Space 
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observed that several films have been made where animals are used in a major or minor role. 

 It is a common knowledge that most of the animals, especially wild animals have been treated cruelly 

before or during filming. Sometimes, the cruelty is direct and sometimes it is indirect. Often, these animals get 

badly injured and even lose their lives. The directors should play a more responsible role and refuse to direct 

fil ms and scenes which cause harm to the animals. The artists play an even  more important role and by 

refusing to enact such scenes, they can force the Director to slightly modify the script and revise the scenes. 

After all, what is projected on screen, whether it be violence to humans or cruelty to animals, is going to be 

seen and imitated by thousands.  

 

Concept of Ahimsa 

 Indian philosophy is holistic in itôs approach in integrating humans, animals and nature as 

summarized in the beautiful shloka, ñBasudhaiva Kutumbakamò ï the whole world is one large family. This 

respect for all life and peaceful co-existence pervades the mindset of many Indians. This concept is clearly 

stated in the Vedas and Puranas. During the 5
th
 or 6

th
 century BC.  Lord Mahaveera preached about ñAhimsaò. 

In 300 BC- the famous Indian King, popularly known as Ashoka the Great, inspired by the teachings of 

Gautama Buddha gave up violence and vowed to live a life of non-violence. He is credited with building the 

first historically recorded veterinary clinic. This notable deed initiated by the Mauryan emperor was followed 

by many others to set up cow shelters and other animal shelters.  ñAhimsaò means kindness and non-violence 

towards all living beings including animals. To practice Ahimsa, implies respect for all life and the 

understanding that all living beings are connected to each other and depend on one another. It has become 

now the vital tenet for a global religion of ahimsa and peace to be propagated and necessity for universal  

unity to protect the Mother Earth. In this regard, the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi rightly said that  

ñThe greatness of Nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way its animals are treated ñ 

 

Performing Animals Rules 

 In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 38, read with Section 37 of the Prevention of Cruelty 

of Animals Act, 1960 , the Central Govt. made the Performing Animals (Registration) Rules, 1973 which was 

amended in 2001 and 2002 and is now known as Performing Animal (Registration) Rules, 2001. The issue of 

the certificate from the Animal welfare Board of India has to be pre-facto and cannot be post-facto. Hence, 

the permission must be sought before the training and performance. All animals that are registered must be 

trained subject to condition of registration laid down under the Performing Animals (Registration) Rules, 

2001.  According to the Gazette Notification of India , II, July11, 2011 G.S.R528(E), the six species of 

animals banned for exhibition or training as performing animals, are: 1. Bears 2. Monkeys        3. Tigers 4. 

Panthers 5. Lions and 6. Bulls 

 

The following key protocols prescribed under the Rules are: 

 

(1) Registration (2) Fee (3) Additional information (4) General condition for registration (5) Maintenace of 

Register and its inspection (6) Submission of report (7) Prohibition of specified animals and  

(8) Certification/Cancellation. 

      The Board screens applications under the Performing Animals Rules (Registration) 2001 for films and ad 

films to issue the (No Objection Certificate) NOC . The process is divided in two stages viz. pre-shoot 

permission and NOC with certain terms and conditions/guidelines w.e.f.1-4-2007.  

 

Genesis of Performing Animals Committee (PASC) : 
The Honôble High Court of Bombay has delivered a judgment on the 

W.P.No.2490/04 and subsequent order dt.7
th
 Sep. 06  directing  AWBI to 

issue the Certificates of Registration under the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals Act,1960 for performing animals being issued in films/ad films. 

 ̧ The above directions were followed in letter and spirit by setting up 

the PASC and with effective implementation. 

 ̧ Getting NOC/Registration Certificate from AWBI in r/o Performing 

Animals is mandatory for applying to the Censor Board for their 
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Certificate.  The above decision of the Board was widely 

circulated in all National Newspapers in 2006. 

Recent Achievements of PASC 

ü Mumbai Pooram festival was stopped where nearly 30 

elephants were to be utilised for the festival to be held in 

Mumbai.  

ü Rajasthan Tourism 

Corporation was persuaded 

not to use elephants in the 

Elephant Festival during the 

Holi Festival and the Board 

has achieved the desired 

result. 

ü AWBI has strongly 

opposed the proposals to 

build Dolphinariums in 

India and had issued an 

Advisory on the matter as 

well as letters sent to all the 

Chief Secretaries of all the 

States and Fisheries 

Departments as well as  

Chief   Wildlife Wardens. The Ministry has supported the Board 

and issued a ban on setting up dolphinariums in the country. 

Some suggestions for 

using the 

Performing 

Animals:  

 ̧ A trainer has to 

ensure that his animal 

will perform without 

hesitation at the 

precise moment of 

command.   

 ̧ He has to use the 

most merciful method 

of training.  

As part of training, the Trainer must ensure that the five Freedoms 

are followed and the animal is not made to suffer any kind of 

discomfort or distress.  An effective Trainer can through the tone 

of his or her voice with gentle persuasion convince the animal to 

obey the command. 

Unfortunately, there are very few Animal Trainers in the country 

who are using effective humane behaviour training techniques. 

Most of the trainers are using very cruel methods to train the 

animals. Å 

  While using Performing Animals 

 

     Dos 

 Veterinary Doctor should be 

present during the shooting. 

 Proper feed, water and shelter 

should be provided to the 

animals. 

 

Dontôs  

 No fighting scenes between 

animals and birds.  

 No animal sacrifice scenes to be 

shown. 

 No banned animals should be 

used. 

 No fighting sequence to be 

taken in the animal enclosures.  

 No spray of paints or colouring 

on animals/birds.  

 No tripping device or wires.  

 Intensity of the light shall not be 

more than 500 lux. 

 No caged birds to be shown. 

 No beating / kicking / throwing 

/ holding upside down of 

animals. 

 With improvement in software 

technologies,  many of the film 

makers have started using 

computer  graphics/animation 

instead of using live animals, 

which is a welcome move by 

the film fraternity. As far as 

possible, no animal must be 

used and computer graphics 

may effectively substitute for 

the desired special effects. 

 

Use of Animals in TV Serials 

 

Many producers come with the 

excuse that they are not aware that 

they should take  prior approval 

from the Board for using  animals in 

TV serials. Many vigilant public as 

well as  NGOs are bringing the 

matter to the notice of the Board,  

whenever such violations are taking 

place in Media/films.  

Points to be noted 

 Some of the applicants are too 

cautious by giving fitness cum 

health Certificate to Ants, 

Cockroaches and mentioning 

about the sex of the animals for 

the cockroaches and ants, 

which has been certified by 

Veterinary Doctor. This is not 

required. Similarly, a Mumbai 

Vet testified to the fact that 30 

cockroaches were ïn a state of 

good health, free from 

infectious or contagious 

diseases and fit to perform in 

the film shooting.   

 For a Tamil Movie Kumki, the 

Producer submitted 20 minutes 

video where the elephant was 

performing and got clearance 

from AWBI. However, the 

vigilant CBFC Regional 

Officer did not give the  Censor 

Certificate. 
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National Conference  on Dog Welfare   

 For A Rabies Free India & Humane Dog Welfare 

 

 

 

 
News 

The National Conference on Dog Welfare was held on February 

27th and 28th, 2013 at Hotel Deccan Plaza, Chennai. The 

inaugural address was delivered by Maj Gen Dr. R.M. Kharb 

(AVSM), Honôble Chairman, AWBI. The Conference which 

was organized by the Dogs Trust had several eminent experts in 

the field of dog welfare speaking on a range of topics that varied 

from, "The One Health Approach" by Prof Abdul Rahman to a 

ñWHO Perspective on elimination of rabies in South Asiaò by 

Dr Gyanendra Gongyal. Other key speakers included, Dr Chinny 

Krishna, Vice-Chairman, AWBI and veteran of the ABC-AR 

Programme in India, Dr Jack Reece from Help in Suffering and 

Dr Paula Boyden, Veterinary Director, Dogs Trust, Dr Ilona 

Otter, Clinical Director, WVS-ITC and Dr Luke Gamble, 

Founder, WVS. This issue of Animal Citizen has several articles 

based on the presentations made by the speakers at this very 

informative Conference. Å 
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